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There continuesto be confus on over what guidelines code officials should
follow whenissuing apermit and performing inspectionsof radon mitigationwork in
existing buildings. The construction techniquesin Subsection 10.4 of the Radon
Hazard Subcode arefor new congtruction and should not beapplied to radon mitigation
work inexisting buildings.

In order to provide code officials with guidance, the following is an
administrative and technical checklist for itemsdirectly related to radon mitigation
work performedin existing buildings.

1. Radonmitigationwork inexisting, low-rise(threeor fewer sories), detached,
one- and two-family dwellingsiscategorized asminor work. Therefore, no
plan review isrequired and only a personal or telephoned oral noticeis
necessary beforework commences.

2. Atmaximum, only two technica subcodeforms, buildingand eectricd, should
berequired for radon mitigation work inlow-rise, detached, one- and two-
family dwellings. Theexpertiseof thebuilding and dectrical subcodeofficids
should besufficient in determining the acceptability of the constructionwork
performed. If the radon mitigation work does not involve any electrical
aspects, such asanin-lineelectrical fan or areceptacleoutlet, thenonly a
building technical subcodeformisnecessary.

3. Itemssuchas, but not limited to, thefollowing should be observed when a
radon mitigation systemwith anin-lineelectrica fan (an activesystem) is
inddled:

Adequate access for servicing the electrical devices should be
provided. If anéelectrica device, suchasanin-linedectricd fan, is
installed in an attic space with an access opening that does not meet
current code requirements, the access opening does not haveto be
enlarged to conform to the current code. If no accessiscurrently
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BULLETIN NO. availableto the attic space and accesswould berequired by current
code, then the opening shall be made to conform to current code

requirements.

93_4 4. The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has
promulgated rulesproviding for certification of personswho mitigateradon
inbuildings. Inmost cases, codeofficia swill bededing with DEP-certified

personsor agencies. However, an exemption (with several others) from

being DEP certified existsfor personstesting or mitigating buildingsthat they
own.

5. DEP-cetifiedindividuasperforming radon mitigation arerequired to perform
radontests. Thesetestsare confidential and code officialsmay not require
test resultsasacondition of approval.

Ingenerd, code officialsshould not be concerned with theactua operational
design of the radon mitigation system since, in most cases, aDEP-certified radon
mitigator will beresponsiblefor the system. But, code officialsshould continueto
assurethat theingtdlation conformswith al applicable construction requirements.

If you have any questionson thismetter, pleasecal the CodeAss stlance Unit
at (609) 984-7609.
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